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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Dear Sir: 



This paper is in response to the Office action dated January 14, 2002, having a one 
month period for response set to expire on February 14, 2002. 

ELECTION 

Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement stated in the abqve- 
referenced Office action and, in accordance with 35 U.S.C. §121 and 37 C.F.R. §1.143, 
provisionally elect to examine Group I., Claims 1-13, 33 and 35, drawn to subject matter 
wherein packets of information are communicated between two or more stations on physical 
paths or circuits, classified in class 370, subclass 397. 

Applicants traverse the restriction requirement on the basis that the groups relate to an 
apparatus and a method for making the apparatus. Accordingly, the inventions are not distinct 
and a requirement for restriction should not have been made. 

Please cancel claims 14-32, 34, 36 and 37 without prejudice. 
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Applicants' cancellation of claims in no way reflects on the patentability or 
nonpatentability of the canceled claims. Applicants reserve the right to prosecute the non- 
elected claims in Group I in a divisional application without prejudice. 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NO: 
EL 8300593 15 US 



Respectfully submitted, 





Samuel G. Campbell H 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 42,381 
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